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This article has been quite a difficult one to wrile. I have started
many times to flounder as memories and emotions hidden tor fourteen
years come flpoding back to me. Tears swell each time I (ry to write.
How to put into words such a defining lifetime experience as working
as an English teacher at Friends School Tokyo? How to tell you how
much sadness I feel in writing this article as I miss you all so very
much?

[ have never felt so happy or comfortable in a place or as home
straight away as I did at Tokyo Friends School. What T remember
above all are the remarkable and wonderful people who make up

-

Eloise (12), Nicolas, Reia & Eleonore (10),

Furendo Gakkuen (and I mustn't forget - Tora-chan). The alumni
whom we met through Friday discussion; administration staff who
helped us foreign teachers (it in straight away; our fantastic Japanese language {eachers: fellow colleagues
with whom we worked together on team teaching, curricula, school life; and especially adorable Friends
School students though English lunch, English camp at Lake Yamanaka, English classes- "Eat your green
peas Jack!” , English diaries, ESS, - fond memories. I wish I could mention all of your names here - you who
have molded my life, enriched it, and made it such an amazing group of experiences.

Tokyo Friends School also helped me to decide that teaching would be my professional path. It is where I
learnt not only to be a teacher but an educator, In 1997 when [ started at your school, | had just finished
my studies at the University of Tasmania. and was very excited to start a real teaching job. What [ Jearnt
as a teacher in my 4 years at your still affecis me now as a University Lecturer in Grenoble, France.
Working with and learning from teachers at Tokyo Friends School and especially Louisa Hatanaka, was my
teachers’ college par excellence. Not one teaching day goes past where I don't put to use what I learnt at
Friends School: how to motivate students, how to make sure students progress, the different methods for
helping students to learn, and above all how to have fun in class.

Also the Quaker education from Friends School Tokyo and Hobart Friends' School (where [ was a high
school student), have instilled in me the sense of what it is to be human and how Lo live together with
others, “There is that of God in everyone” . “Lel your lives speal” . "Simplicity” . “Reach into yourself to
find the stillness and quietness” . My grandfather Bill Oats (a teacher at Hobart Friends School) - who was
lucky enough to visit Tokyo I'riends School six months before he passed away - would talk about a need to
murture the human spirit’ as an educator. And this is what a Friends' School does. Tokye Friends School
not only taught me how to be a good educator, but it also showed me how to fulfill and enjoy my role to the
fullest as a person living in society, and I believe this is what it does for all Furendo Gakkuen students. ]
feel extremely lucky to have started out my career in the special place that is Tokyo Friends  School.

Dear students and colleagues I thank you so much for this experience - what a wonderful time [ had with

you,
(1997 ~ 2002 AEFEM, A= k50 7 1)
AT A A AR A A A A A A S A A A
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